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Peon paintings b e author, Being as adept w: the brush as ne 


9 Ae will publish a book o iction, called 1919, and a trans- 


aes) but in spirit. Knuckling down to censorship makes him extremely 


Dr Sontemn 


ic presenting “the panorama, the sense, the smell, the sound, the soul 
o> New York, It book--nearly two hundred thousand words, no 


OT not oniy the hundred or more characters, but of the whole mass of the 


Dity--the other millions of characters whom you feel hauntingly behind 


paceDacke, 1ts speed nl. 
fH HOND PARALIET (1930) is a novel of the same type as MANHATTAN 
HANGFER, but more intricate, It deals with the rise of industrial 


novel? A PUSHCART AT THy Cura (1922 verse: ROSINANTE TO THE ROAD 
CAIN (1922 essays: THE GARBAGE MAN (1926), a play: ORIENT EXPRESS 
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Memo to Director 


HY 100-49668 June 5, 1944 


invitation to DOS PASSOS for a trip to Japan and had caused the Japan 


Institute to lle the correspondence and arrangegents in that regard & 
Gis information is "being furnished to your office for 

your information and such action as you dees appropriate, and since ne 

connection appears to have been formed between DOS PAS80S and the Japan Tourist <- 


Burean, in connection with the propaganda activities of the letter office, 
no further action 1s contemplated by this Field Division, 


ro) 
We hey Latl , anmend Abas, MaZid “Yar froP 
Enclosures VOSTOD alo? 


co: Washington Meld (Enc,) 


a . a 6 ac 


3 FORM NO 6 


Office Memorandum + ontrep STATES GOVERNMENT 


OhE yy 
1060-49565 - 
TO Director, 1 paTE ~ew Yors, NW. ¥, 
June 5, 1944 
FROM SAC, New York ; 
SLASSIDIED.By———-— 4-2 F _ r 
SUBJECT / Dos PASSOS EXEMPT From GDS. oem me me — 
mers STrATION aCT ~ J Oa x nia 
¢ ss 


of the Office of Naval Intelligence, 90 
Coureh Street, New York, N, Y., on February 10, 1944, furnished further files 
and corresvondence originally from the office ist Burecu, 630 
. Fifth Avenue, New York City. The identity of as the source 
of this material and information should be kept confidential. Where these pavers 
and letters consist of writ he Jananese languege, translations have been 3c 
mede by Svecieal Employes and the, material discussed hereinafter 


is being kept as an exhibit in the file entitled SJAPAN BO. OF oy INDUSTRY* , 
New York File No, 100-49565, being Exhihits 1A, 120 and Late > 
g etd Lazer aos ASP Fallen 


‘The above-meh tioned watertel © contained eed ie GP Srveaentones 
Mich appeared to have been originally on the stationery of the Library of Congress 
fshineton, Office of the Librarian, which were ae on te 

ppan Institute, Inc,, 630 Fifth Avenue, New York City, a ed iv lag 

AC LEISH, DECLASSIE, ED ST ey Fron , 


on_L/7, : Aeet ige 
Background information on DOS PASSOS teken from “42 4 ook ao 
AC THORS by the H, W, WILSON COMPANY, New York, in 1937, on pages 105 and 106 
as set forth on separete pages attached to the above-mentioned letters from 
C LEISH, It is not known however whether the information concerning DOS PASSOS 
fa been furnished toL____]by MAC LEISH or whether it had been obtained by the 
Sroan Institute from other sources, Two photostatic copier of the background 


’ 


A letter dated April 11, 1940, indicated that DOS Passos 
sounds right to you", MAC LEISH wrote that he would get in touch with DOS PASSOS 
pon his retmrn to Washington, By inference it would seem that some prior con- 
SX iversation or correspondence concerning DOS PASSOS had taken place between MAC LBISH 
and 
b7C 


™ By letter dated Tun 21940) MAC LETSH informed[__ that he 
v8 had by then an opportunity to discuss general plan with Mr. JOHN DOS 

. PaSSOS, who, however, advised MAC LEISH that it would, unfortunately, be impossible 
\ for hin, DOS PASSOS, to go to Japan in the fors Beryre. DOS PASSOS 

aS stated, however, that he appreciated being thought of, MAG LEISH ene | thgt 


E 5 he had no ether suggestions so make at that me gDEXED | yy 
of 

os An examinetion of all other“saterich of the Jdpan! Tourist is 

E ~™ Bureau disclosed no other copies of correspondence concerning this matter, nor a 

f& & other information concerning DOS PASSOS, nor'the connection of MAG LEISH with ‘ 

A= the Jepan Institue or the Japan Tourist Bureau ae 

BY Qneecoglitdt oe L6ity pron Maes nhel>? Ahtfo¥a 

R @ a It is to be hoted that the ‘Japan Tourist Bureau by reason of 

& had its possession ofthese copies had probably been eee in issuing an I > 


A 


ve a a ol GQNEHbeerHOL: 


Ok 


TRE publishers of Son Pu Passos Tour of Duty 

(Houghton, Mifflin) claim a fos. Passos is 
“not presenting a personal point of view’ m this 
book No sir, no “sermons’ here This ys straight 
reporting, a “stenographic report’ of what Dos 
Passos heard in the Pacific and yn Europe as a war 
correspomdent for Henry Luce’s 
Life 

Evidently the publishers are not 
acquainted with Dos Passos’ 
writings of the past 10 yeas A 
good chunk of the book 1s nothing 
but a ‘stenographic report ' of his 
own previously published views 

Dos Passos did not have to gO. 
abroad to “hear’ that Russian j 
soldiers rape, murder, loot His 
reports “from the spot’ have only 
one advantage He can put quotaizon marks around 
bis own viciousness and palm the whole busmess 
off as objective reporting 

The editors of Life ran seven weekly installments 
of Dos Passos’ Russian-rape fantasies which recall 
the propaganda bioadcasts of the Berlin radio dur- 
ing the war Another section was printed by the 
editors of the Social-Democratic New Leader. And 
now it’s all respectably packaged m a $3 book 

But intelhgent people are not falling for this 
unadulterated bunk dressed up as reporting 

In the current New Republic, Richard Watts, Jr, 
former Herald Tribune writer, cuts through Dos 
Passos’ pretensions of objectivity 

Watts finds the first part of the book, deahng 
with the Pacific, an able piece of reporting Then 
something new 1s ‘added The Russians have ar- 
rived ’ . 

Once Dos Passos has reached Europe his report- 
Ing seems “fabricated and organized to meet a pomt 
of view” In the Pacific, Dos Passos sounded lke a 
reporter, but he seems “an editorial writer disguised 

a reporter in Vienna and Neurnberg ” 
“There is, for example,” writes Watts, “a very 
ofe-sided debate on the Soviet Union between ‘a 
n of 50 and a man of 25, both wearMig the same 
kEaki,’ in which the youthful advocate of the Rus- 
slans receives a pretty complete thrashing I cer- 


TION 

ALLINFORMA 
UNCLAS: 

HEREND ID 23 BY 


pers ‘ 


Ze 


ne 
POT RECOR 


Spe at 85 


946 


Himself 
tainly do not doubt that the argument took plack, 
with the result as noted By reporting 1t Dos Pass¢ 
lives up to the billing that he ‘lets those on the 
spot do the talking’ 

“But I wonder if he merely overheard it Isn't 


he the triumphant older man m the story? Jsn’t 
that rather~presenting a Personal point of view?’ * 
* * ® 


Watts makes some very pertinent and telling 
comments 

“There fS the report on ‘What the Russians eall 
war criminals,’ with the explanation that they are 
usually ‘merely political opponents of the regime,’ 
a defense such gentlemen as Laval and Quisling 
found to ther hking 

“There is the frequently expressed behef that we 
should stop ‘appeasmg’ the Russians, which, if 
Dos Passos will forgive me, 1s most constantly used 
by editorial writers who didn’t mind appeasement 
when it had te do with the Germans 

“Finally there 1s the scorn for the ‘type of offiual 
whe made a sort of specialty of getting along with 
the Russians’ Somehow, at this point, it 1s not 
difficult to beheve that a number of the chapters 
appeared first In Life and the New Leader” 

Watts notes ironically that Texas Teactionanes 
recently attacked Dr Homers Rainey because as 
president of the state university he had allowed Doe 
Passos’ US4 to be required reading in an English 
course The reactionaries created the impression 
that Dos Passos was scheming under Moscow orders 
to make Texas a component part of the Soviet 
Union “Tour of Duty,” says Watts, “certamly 
doesn’t give this impression Indeed, its passages 
on the Russians have a way of sounding as if they 
might have been written by 2 man who suspected 
that the Bolsheviks did have some designs on 
Texas.” 

That's what endears him to Henry Luce 

A Stars and Stripes reporter asked Dos Passos im 
Paris “Have you ever thought, sir, what you’d 
think of yourself? I mean what your old self that 
was in Paris while they were making the peace @t 
Versailles would think of your own self that 1s hefe 
writing for the monopoly interests? 

Dos Passos couldn't answer that one very satB- 
factorily. 
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"Though it is hard not to take a certain pride in the courage and 
tolerance of the American people in allowing their deadly enemies to set 
up this new sounding board for propaganda in their midst, pride is largely 
overlaid by our shame in the fact that so many of our fellow-citizens have 
allowed themselves through ignorance or delusion or mere corruption to become 
the dupes and tools of the masters of the Kremlin who, having destroyed 
the liberties of the peoples of Russia and half Europe, will not rest until 
they have ruined the last remaining strongholds of freedom in the West. 


"Now is the time for us to speak out. We do not pretend that 
our civilization is perfect or anywhere near it, but we do believe and we 
mst shout that belief into the ears of cowards and traitors, that given 
peace and freedom to experiment we can improve our social system and 4 
mold it into the beginnings of a decent civilization. That peace and a d 
that freedom are what the masters of the Kremlin cannot afford to let : : 
us have. Given peace and freedom, the world will rid itself of the 
false and obsolete dogmas. This is the time to tear the masks of peace U 
off Communist propaganda and Communists. 


"We must take this opportunity to expose that tyranny which 
deludes people and dupes them into believing that the future of mankind 
belongs to the police state. When that exposure has taken place their 
despotism will perish from its own poksone Only in liberty can a decent 
society be built, and it is the free men of the world and not the slaves 


who will build it.” (94-36511-100) 
Seen cece gee cme - tre 
RECOMMENDATION: Oe 


A review of the above information reflects that although 
Dos Passos was probably a Communist and subsequently a Trotskyite he has 


in recent years become definitely anti-Communist. In view of this, it bTC 
does not appear that an investigation of Dos Passos is warranted, and a 
if you agree,no investigation will be instituted. = 

| 


 .  o _ 


The "New York Times® of May 13, 1947, stated that John Dos 
Passos attacked the American Authors!’ Authority as an effort by Communists 
to control American thought. (100~340922~83 ) 


During the summer of 1947, Dos Passos indicated to a Bureau 
agent in Boston that his political sympathies were now "to the right." 
(121-1666-3) 


The January 9, 1949 issue of the "Worker" was extremely critical WA 
of the subject's novel, “The Grand Design™ calling it a"erude smear of the New 

Deal." It states in part "But the whole 1s a grotesquerie, a fraud and sham, 

in which is utilized the remnants of the aging Dos Passos' technical skill to 
discredit the progressive upsurge of the 30's; to ridicule anti-Fascism; to 

redbait and to smear, smear, smear." It stated that Dos Passos is marching 

in the regiments of reaction and “as Henry Iuce's literary lapdog" faithfully 


doing the big money's bidding. (100-360070mA) 
alter Winchell on April i furnished information to the bic 
effect that of the Union of Soviet Writers, 
placed Dos Passos in the "motley literary crew of reaction" of the warmongers. 
(100-356137-405 ) 


The State Department advised that Dos Passos was invited to speak ~ 
on April 30, 1949, at a manifestation at Paris in protest against the World 
Congress of Partisans of Peace on April 20. The meeting was to take the line ay 
that the greatest menace to peace arises from the dictatorial nature of the 
Soviet Union with its concentration camps, absence of opposition parties, , 


suppressiog of freedom of speech, etc. (100.361031-37) 
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William B. Smith on an "Interrogatory" notarized on September 17, 
1948, in connection with a hearing by the Regional Loyalty Board, said that 

Dos Passos had denounced Communist leadership during the purges of 1937. 

Shortly thereafter he became one of the principal liberal writers who was 

violently anti-Communist and has been on numerous committees that were strongly 
anti-Commnist. (121-22164-10) 


The following was contained on the cover of the April, 1949, 
issue of "Plain Talk". 


THE MASKS OF PEACE 
By John Dos Passos 


(Message to Americans for Intellectual Freedom in protest against Soviet- 
sponsored "Cultural and Scientific Conference for World Peace.") 


~ll- 


The Civil Rights Defense Committee was formed August 1, 1941, 
for the purpose of raising funds and defending the 28 members of the SWP 
who were being tried at Minneapolis for conspiring to overthrow the United 
States Government. Letterhead on the stationery of this committee listed 
the subject as Vice Ghairman and a member of the National Committee.in 1941 
and 1983. (100=37551-5~17) 


The March 24, 1942 issue of "New Masses" carried an editorial 
captioned "The Background." This editorial stated that the subject was on a 
committee which initiated a letter to the President of the Mexican Republic 
in behalf of a group of Trotskyites and their co-workers who had been 
charged with being 5th Columnists. (61=9182—A)} 


Vv 


A confidential source advised that the subject subscribed 
to either the "Militant" or the "Fourth International." 
(No date given; 100~16-35~50) 


Information Reflecting Anti-Communist Sentiment: 


On November 22, 1938, Sam Baron testified before the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives. 


He testified that John Dos Passos had been a devoted follower UY 
of the Communist movement for years. Baron said that he saw him in Spaif 
and in Paris, and that upon his return to this country from Spain Des Passos 
wrote an article in the July 1937 issue of “Common Sense." This article 
indicated that he was not certain whether the price paid by Loyalist Spain 
for Soviet aid had been too great. (61-7582, Vol. 4, p» 2543) 


The "Washington Post" of December 2, 1939, listed John Dos Passos 
as a member of the Committee for Cultural Freedom which was formed for the 
sole purpose of opposing all forms of totalitarian interference in cultural 
life of America. (61=7559—6642X, ps» 7) 


Mike/Go1d in his column appearing in the "Daily Worker" of 
January 25, 1943, discussed American authors and their failure to adequately 
portray an American Communist. He said "Dos Passos being eaten up with the 
poi#ons of Trotsky, painted a sinister skunk, an Al Capone, Machiavelli and 
Bluebeard rolled into one messy toilet scrawl of hate." 
(100-114353-A) 


The "Daily Worker" of September 2, 1946, severly criticized the 
book "Tour of Duty" by Dos Passos. It was described as a stenographic 
report of what Dos Passos heard in the Pacific and in Europe as a war 
correspondent for "Life" magazine. The Daily Worker" article criticized the 
book for its anti-Soviet Union "fabrications." (97-2497-A) 
4 
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Dos Passos wrote a foreward to a pamphlet entitled "Who Killed 
Carlo Tresca" published by the Tresca Memorial Committee in 1945. The foreward U 
was entitled "He Died As a Fighter for Freedom." (61-1335-398) . 


The State Department advised on November 2, 1948, that the Communists 
were planning to organize a Congress of intellectuals, writers, artists and 
others of this class of professional people of Latin America. The Gongress 
was scheduled to convene in Mexico City in December of 1948 or January of 1949. 
The program of this Congress was to be built around the slogan "For Peace" & 
and Dos Passos was listed as a delegate from the United States. - 
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The May 7, 1950, issue of "Bohemia," a weekly magazine 
published in Havana contained an article concerning the Inter-American UL 
Conference for Democracy and Liberty to be held May 12 - 14, 1950. John Dos 
Passos was one of the individuals listed as backing the conference. (109~442-1) 


Assistant Secretary of State Archibald MacLeish stated that a film - 
“Spanish Earth" and one entitled "The Four Million" were made under’ the Z 
sponsorship of a group of writers which included the subject. Both films ey 


were described as following the Communist line. (Date not shown; 65-29951-34X1) - 
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The "Proletarian Journey" written by Fred*Beal states that 
Dos Passos picketed the State House in Boston (date not shown) protesting 
the execution of Sacco and Vanzetti. According to the report Dos Passos was 
arrested while picketing. (61-7559-1846) 


Trotskyite Activities: 


In 1943, Confidential Informant[____] of the Seattle Office b2 
advised that the subject had at one time been a Communist but had left the __ 
Party to become affiliated with the Trotskyites. (121~1666-1X14) bTD 


The January 3, 1937 issue of the "New York Times" carried an 
article stating that President Cardenas of Mexico had offered Leon Trotsky 
asylum in Mexico. He did this in answer to an appeal made by prominent 
Americans and Mexican liberals among whom were Johyewey, Suzanne}laWollette » John 
Dos Passos and Diego-etvera. (61=7566-196X) 


y 


The "New York Times" for February 1, 1937, listed John Dos Passos 
as a member of the American Committee for the Defense of Trotsky. (61-7559~941X) ! 
The "Communist" for January, 1938, wrote the following concerning / Fe 
Dos Passos: "And Dos Passos, with a Trotskyite pushing his pen, writes ‘in .2. 
behalf of! Spain." (61-901-90) ‘fa © 
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In an article entitled "Intellectual Red Terror over New York," 
by Bugene lyons, it was stated that John Dos Passos published his "Adventure 
of a Young Man," a novel which traces the lacerating disillusionment of an 
idealistic young man with the amoralism and corruption of the Communists 
at home and later on the battlefields of Spain. (100~202315-861) 


for Associated Press, 
has advised that while in Moscow John Dos Passos roomed wit dye, the 
executive secretary of the International Committee, Soviet Writers Union. 
(Date not given; 100-107270~70) 


Walter Steele testified before the Dies Committee in 1938 to the 
effect that on May 19, 1930, Dos Passos signed a statement appearing in the 
"New York Times" in protest against the "red scare". (61-7582-1380, Pp. 254) 


On Decenber 23, 1936, Confidential Informant] advised pic 
that Dos Passos was extremely Glose to Communist Party headquarters in 
New York. (€17566-166) b7D 
_ 


The Daily Worker of Afril 26, 1937, announced that a message from U 
2 Dos Passos wag read to a meetifg at Mecca Temple at New York City on April 24, 
« 1937. The meeting was held. the honor of the Lincoln Battalion. Chairman 
of the meeting was Charl bein, a member of the Communist Party Central 
Committee. (61~7561-119, 121X) 


The book "living Authors" published by the He We Wilson Cqmpany 
in 1937, sets forth the following: "Recently Dos Passos has developed a 
strong social consciousness. He is not a Communist, but sympathizes in 
avery way with Soviet Russia...... (121-22164~10) 


‘ \ 

A book entitled "Documentary Film by Paul Rotha was published 
in 1939. This book pointed out the close connection between Jorii ns 
and John Dos Passos. Ivens was reported as a Dutch Communist operating 
between Holland and the Soviet Union. _ (65-9266-65) 


The February 7, 1939, issue of "Peoples World" announced that 
the subject was one of a group of 7& leaders in American Literature releasing 
a joint appeal for the lifting of the embargo preventing the Spanish Republic 
from buying arms for its defense. (61~7561-257%39) 


bic a 7 ONI (whose identity should be kept ° 
confidential) furnished information from the files of the Japan Tourist 


Bureau in 1944. The information indicated that in 1940 this Bureau had been 4 ° 
interested in issuing an invitation to Dos Passos for a trip to Japan and 
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In 1938 Walter Steele testified before the Special Committee 
on Unsdmerican Activities, House of Representatives, to the effect that Ca 
Dos Passos was a member of "Pen and Hammer" which he described as an 
organization formed by a group of Jewish Revolutionary Writers of the United 
States. (61~7582-138, pgs. 2 and 3) 


A highly confidential source advised that John Dos Passos 
was a member of the Executive or Advisory Board of the Theatre Union. At the 
time. (date not given) be was a member of the John Reed Club. (61~8701~53) 


The subject wrote a foreward to the book "Veterans on the March," 
by Jack Douglas published in 1934, by Worker's Iibrary Publishers for the 
Veterans Publication Society. A copy of this book was furnished to the 
Bureau by the New York Office. (61-7559~11442) 


In 1943 a letterhead on the stationery of the Washington Committee 
of National Sharecroppers Week listed Dos Passos as a sponsor of this organizations 
(100~7101~13) 


In 1936, Dos Passos wrote the preface to a pamphlet entitled 
"Terror in Cuba" published by the Workers Defense League. (61-7559+2-1518) u 


bic [J oF tthe Connecticut State Police, 
advised that in 1939, Dos Passos was on the National Committee of the Workers 
International Relief. (61~7347~161) 


The "New York Times" of March 6, 1927, stated that the Workers 
International Relief was "designed from the start by the Communists as an 
instrument of the United Front maneuver.® (61-7347—-42) 


The 1927_2€ and 1928-29 announcements of courses list John Dos Passes 
as a member of the Advisory Council of the Workers School, The Workers School 
was the Central School of the Communist Party. (100-155439~61) 


Waiter “Steele furnished testimony before the Dies Committee in 
August, 1938, to the effect that Dos Passos was a leader of the Youth Anti~ 
War Congress. The purpose of this mevement was to break dom national 
patriotism and encourage participation in class war or war for the 


defense of Soviet Russia or Soviet China. (61-7582, Vol. L, p. 596) 
Miscellaneous: ~ 


A bulletin on the Sacco-Vanzetti case was issued by the Agitprop 
Director of District 2 of the Communist Party (probably in 1926). On page 4 
it calls for the abolition of the capitalist system. It indicates some of the 
successes which were achieved by the Communist movement in the Sacco-Vanzetti 
Campaign and notes that John Dos Passos who previously sympathized with the Communist 
movement had become more actively sympathetic and had been brought closer to the = 
workers! movement. (100m 3arhe lh 594) 


MID advised that Dos Passos was a member of the Executive Board 
of Governors of the National Post War World Council in 1944. This organization 
was formed shortly after December 8, 1941, and appeared to be financed 
and directed by the Socialist Party. of the United States. (100-273014-4, 3) 2) 
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The New Haven Journal Courier on November 26, 1941, announced 
that John Dos Passos was vice-chairman of the New Haven Civil Rights Defense U 
Committee. (100~375551-18) 


The records of the Post office Department contain the application - 

ba a d title "New Masses" made on April 8, 1926, by 

bic f New Masses, Inc. Dos Passos was listed as 
an owner or holder of 10% or more of stock. (100-374-814) 


The Western Worker" of November 30, 1936, announced that Dos Passos 
was a contrktbutor to the 25th Anniversary edition of "New Masses" on UL 
1 December 10, 1936. (61-7559=1046%26) : 
The Dies Committees report reflected that in 1927 five young 
revolutionary playwrights including John Dos Passos established the New 
Playwrights which was financed with an endorsement of $100,000 by Otto UL 
Kann, a Wall Street banker. (6147582-138 pe 234) 


The files of the Ecuadoran Ministry of Government reflect that 
John Dos Passos and Arthew}Fried representing the New World Resettlement CL. 
Fund, Inc. signed a contract with the Ecuadoran Government on May 6, 1940, 
for the resettlement of Spanish Republican refugees. The colony wag 
unsuccessful and the property liquidated. (64~27960-3) 


According to the "New York Post" of March 5, 1938, Dos Passos 

was a member of the Non-Partisan Committee for the Defense of Fred B.y8eal. 

‘ x munist Party member who with others was convicted of conspiracy 
ithe result of a vigilante raid on a union meeting during which 

‘i lice was killed. This occurred during the Gastonia, North 

aro ina, textile strike of 1929. Beal jumped bail and received haven in 
Russia. Later he broke with Communism, left Russia and wrote a series of anti- 
Soviet articles for the Hearst newspapers. (61~7559-2448X18 ) 


The danuary 17, 1937, issue of the "Sunday Mirror" carried the 
column "The Washington Merry Go Round" by Drew Pearson and Robert 5. Allen. La 
In this colum it was stated that during the previous September a group of 
prominent American liberals had organized a non-partisan committee to help 
the Spanish government. Dos Passos was active in the movement, (61-7566-235) 


Dos Passos was associated with the "Partisan and Anvil,” a publication formed 
oy the merger of the “Partisan Review,® a John Reed Club publication controlled 
by Communists and the "Anvil." The source of this information should be 


| 
Don Surine, an employee of Senator Joseph bicCarthy, advised that | 
fully protected. (100-44198-23) i 


-  ¢@ q6 


b2 
b7D 
Confidential Informant[____.,.. ted on December 22, 1948, that 
the International Solidarity Committee to Aid Anti-Fascists was a Bocial 
Bemocratic organization. (100~359348-1) — A 


A letterhead of the stationery of the International Workers Aid 
in 1931 listed Dos Passos as a member of the National Committee. This 
organization was the American section of the International Red Aid of Russia. 
(6167347-148)  — 


ONI advised that Dos Passos was Treasurer of the Joint Campaig 
for Political Refugees in New York City, (Date not given; 100~7680-1) ; 


fer eltin Foo hes Bald "lot /P + Lu 
The May 19, 19305 issue of the "New York Times" listed a group 74 


of persons affiliated with the John Reed Clubs who had signed a protest 
— against alleged anti-Communist propaganda. Included on the list was the 
name of John Dos Passos. (61-7582-1298, p. 939) 


The files of Walter Steele of the National Republic Magazine 
reflected that in 1937 Dos Passos was a contributing editor for "Labor Defender,” 
the official organ of the International Labor Defense. (61+7347-270) 


The supplemental report of the Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, 79th Congress reflects that the subject was active 
in the League of American Writers. This organization was called the First 
Revolutionary Writers Congress in a capitalist country. (date not given; 
61~7582~1340) 


Walter Steele in testimony before the Dies Committee in August 
of 1938, advised that the League of Professional Groups was founded in 1932. 
He stated that this League threw its support to William Z. Foster, candidate 
for President of the United States and James Ford, candidate for Vice 
President, both on the Communist ticket. Steele testified that Dos Passos 
was a leader of the League. (61~7582 Vol. 1, p. 379) 


The files of Walter Steele reflect that Dos Passos was a member 
of the Marcus Graham Freedom of the Press Committee organized by the ACLU - 
to prevent the deportation of the editor of the Anarchist publication "Man. 
(61-7582-1380, p. 390)__ 


i 
J 
bie ae Metuchen, New Jersey, advised that Dos Passos G ty 
was Treasurer 0. e National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners fd 

in 1934. (100-7685-36) 

i 
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Walter Steele furnished a letterhead on the stationery of the 
National Committee to Aid Striking Miners Fighting Starvation." A letter 
on this stationery dated November, 1931, carried the name of John Dos Passos 
as Chairman of this organization. (100-153571-1) 
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The American Writers! Congress edited by Henry Hart reflected 
that at the First Congress of American Writers held in 1935, Dos Passos 
delivered his speech entitled "The Writer as a Technician.” In this speech 
he spoke of "a country that is organizing to build for socialism, instead of 
for the growth of the wealth and power of a few bosses." (61~901.90) 


A release dated September 12, 1932, issued by the Foster and 
Ford Committee listed the subject as a * Communist Presidential Candidate 
Supporter. (61+-330-234) 


According to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities , C a) e 
House of Representatives, Dos Passos was affiliated with the Friends of 
the Soviet Union. (Date not givens 61~7582-1380, p. 215) 


b7c Confidential Informant[__] advised that Dos Passos was one of the 
heads of the Friends of the Spanish Republic when it was organized. 
b7D (1007058-27)__ 


The "Daily Worker" of April 6, 1937, listed Dos Passos as a be 
- member of the Advisory Board of Frontier Films. xe (61-7582-1298, p. 732) 
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Dos Passos was a member of the International Committee for the 
Struggle Against War. This committee was formed at the World Congress Je 
Against War held at Amsterdam, August 27 - 29, 1932. (Soureé not given; 

Lo 61~7589~62) — U 


In testifying before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, on November 7, 1938, J. B. Matthews stated that 
Dos Passos was a member of the International Committee to Aid Victims of 
German Fascism. (61~7582 Vol. 3, p» 2169) 


on Confidential Inforvant Jevised that Dos Passos was a 
bTC member of the International Mditorial poard of "Internationale Literatur," a 
German comintern literary magazine in 1933 and 1934. The informant stated 
that at the time Dos Passos was a Communist. (100-3-64) — 


Confidential Infornant[ listed the officers and National 
Committee members of the International Rescue and Relief Committee, Inc. as b2 
of June 14, 1946. The name of the subject appeared as a member of the “ 
National Committee. A bulletin issued by the IRRC in December, 1947, listed 475 
the subject as a member of the National Committee. (100--352628-11) __ 


A letterhead on the stationery of the International Solidarity 
Committee to Aid Anti-Fascists dated November 29, 1948, listed Dos Passos 
as a sponsor of the Cultural Section. (100~359348-1) 
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Dos Passos was on the American Committee of the American GA 
Teague Against War and Fascism. (Source and date not shown; 
100-3-3191) 
ee! 


An agent of the New York Office advised that "Brains Behind 
Barbed Wire" was sold at a meeting at the Yorkville Casino, New York City, 


on February 28, 1937. This publication is a gollective report by the 2 4 
va Association of Proletarian Revolutionary Writers of Germany. It bears the 
endorsement of John Dos Passos and others. (61-7561~84) 


The Dies Committee reports reflect that Dos Passos signed a call 
for a national convention of American Revolutionary Writers on April 26 and 
27, 1935. (61~7582-1380) 


The New York Times of August 21, 1927, announced that Dos Passos 
was a member of the Citizens National Committee for Sacco and Vanzetti. 
(61-126-816) 


A general letter sent out by the Committee for. Amnesty on March 17, 
1948, listed Dos Passos as a sponsor of this organization. (100-355177-1) 


According to the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
House of Representatives, Dos Passos was a member of the Committee to Defend b& by” 
Marcus Graham in deportation proceedings. (Graham was an alleged Anarchist 

who was arrested and ordered deported. (Date not given; 61-7582 Volume I, p- 100) 


In his book "The Red Decade Eugene Lyons stated that Dos Passos 
signed a call for the First Congress of American Revolutionary Writers held 


in New York, April 24 to 27, 1935. (94-4-5705~7) 
\ The February, 1938, issue of the "Buffalo Teacher™, »fficial 


organ of the Buffalo Teachers Union Local 377 mentioned 
\ sponsor of the Cooperative Book Club, 118 East 28th Stre 
i (61-7 


New York City. 
12) 


A confidential source advised that John Passos of Provincetown, 
v4 Massachusetts, was on the mailing list for "Direction" magazine. The editorial 
policy of this magazine adhered strictly to the Communist Party program. 
(100~342935-2) 


Dos Passos wrote "Facing the Chair," the story of the Americanization 
of two foreign Born Workmen published by the Sacco-Vanzetti Defense Committee 
in 1927. This book deals with the framed"trial of Saceo and Vanzetti for murder. 
(61-7559-2-2552) 


S 


The records of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, oan 
House of Representatives, reflect that Dos Passos was a member of the Federation} » 
of Revolutionary Writers and was on the presidium of the Workers Cultural a 
_Federation. (100-272700-7) ~~ 


miners. In Russia he was immensely popular as a "proletarian" writer. 
Later his attitude became definitely anti-Communist. 61-901-90) 


On September 14, 1944, the subject filled out a PSQ. He 
was employed as a war correspondent for Time, Inc. He furnished the 
following information: Residence - 571 Commerical Street, Provincetown, 
Massachusetts; Membership in organizations ~ Authors League, 10 years; 
American Civil Liberties Union, 15 years; New World Resettlement Foundation, 
5 years. _(62~60527-10931) 


The March 12, 1945, issue of "Time" magazine contained an articl? 
stating that Dos Passos was a "Life" war correspondent in the Philippines. 
(94-3-4-11-507) 


Connection with Front Organizations: 


Confidential Informant L___] advised that Dos Passos served 
on the 1933 staff of the International Union of Revolutionary Writers. 
(100~7322~37) 


First he had a sympathy for the Soviet Union. The Civil War 

in Spain than enlisted his interest. He later championed the Kentucky 

In 1942, he was a member of the National Committee of the Y 
American Civil Liberties Union. (No source given; 61-190-245) 


of the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born listed Dos 
Passos as a sponsor of this organization. (100-7046-33) 


~~. 
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A confidential source advised that Dos Passos was a sponsor of the ue 
Fourth Annual Conference of the American Committee for the Protection of 
Foreign Born in 1940. (100~7046-120) 
A letterhead of the stationery of the American Committee for Relief 
of Russian Children in 1923 listed Dos Passos as a member of the National 
Comittee of this organization. (625758955) 


An undated letter on the stationery bearing the letterhead go Ly i 
f 
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The pamphlet "The World Congress Against War" lists Bos Passos JM AEA 
as a member of the American Committee for the Struggle Against War. 
(No date given; 61-7589-86) 


Stationery bearing the letterhead of the American Friends of ages 
Spanish Democracy listed Dos Passos as a member of the Executive Committee of ° 
this organization in 1937. In 1939, he was on the "Committee" of this a — 
organization. / (100-7058-64, 


( 61-7 559-11840X1) 
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file review on the captioned individual 


ould conduct, an investigation of him. 
It is noted that in 1949 described Dos Passos as a 
fellow traveler and 5 ere 
DETAILS: b7C 
~ 
ey 
\ from 1945 to 1946, and 
& 
~ - 
\ During interviews with[L_] he admitted that some of his friends 
‘\ had told him that he suffered from a Communist complex. The New Yor¥ Office 
advised that it appears thath——] is suffering from a deep rooted persecution 
1 complex and labors under the impression 7 amapnists and "fellow travelers" . 
* in are responsible for difficulty in obtaining bic 
N] emp, He believes that the alleged Communists 
> mantioned by him in 


wo 


end to 
and he stated that he was consSlderin, 


g 
oy The N ffice concluded by stating that there appears to be a question 
5 | as to dependability and mental stability. 


(100-3~3089 ) 

A review of the Bureau files refl 

information concerning John Dos Passos: _ _ 
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Current Biography 1940 listed the following information concerning ' 

z Dos Passos: He was born in Chicago on Janua » His father was a t 

corporation lawyer. Asa oy he travelled all over the world with hig parents, i 
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, Office Memorandum * UNITED Mes GOVERNMENT 


TO sors in the Seourity Divisio DATE: June 13, 1951 
FROM : Mr, &, HL Be t 
‘SUBJECT: J RODERIGO-DOS Passos _—_ 
SECURITY MATTER - C — 
PURPOSE: = 
To_furnish to the appropriate supervisors information appearing in Soot 
the files of. Jrelative tome above case, 
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There is attached herewith the following information which appears ~~ 
in the £498 of ey OF 
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G | R 5 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


“_ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED (a, pyag p 
DATE 42.3 ‘Bey 607 1 Seg 
ACTION : 


This information should be reviewed for the purpose of determining 
whether: 


1, The information is in the casa file in report form and has been 
disseminated. 


2. In the event this information is not in file in report form but 
is of such a nature that no active investigation is required, the information 
should, nevertheless, be furnished to the field to be incorporated immediately 
into a report suitable for dissemination. 


3. In the event the information is not in the file in report form 
and is of a nature which necessitates further investigation, the information 
should be furnished to the field with explicit instructions as to the investi- 
gation desired. The field should be instructed to conduct this investigation ‘ 
immediately and submit results to the Bureau in report form suitable for 
dissemination. 


For the information of the supervisors, the attached material was 
obtained a1 a confidential basis from the McCarran Committee on June 5, 1951. 


In referring to the source of this informatiom in any communicati a 
4 to the field, the supervisor should advise the field that the information was Dp. 
‘ obtained from a cmfidential source of known reliability m June 5, 1951, and - 
} reference should be made to the McCarran Canmittee as the source of this ; 
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®nclosed are two photostatisc copies of 
@ summary of information appearing in Bureau fils 
concerning the captioned individual, You will note 
in some instances that Bureau files are listed. UA. 


In addition to the enclosed information, 
on June 5S, 1951, a confidential souree of known 
reliability furnished the Burasau_with infornation 

ujinod in the files of 
These files have been reviewed for 
information pertaining to the captioned individual. 
The files reflect 


according to the sane source, were active — 


[C—CSSSCSC*C 


The last acdress of the subject known 
to the bureau was 571 Commercial Strest, Provincetown, : 
Massachusetts, This was in septembar, 1944. U 


Tre Bureau desires that you review the 
information contained in the enclosure and information 
in the indicss of your office. Thereafter, the Bureau 
desires your recommendation as to the advisability of 
{nterviewing the subject regarding bis Communist 
Party, Communist front and Trotskyite activities, U 
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Office Memorandum *s UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO * Pipecter, FBI DATE: gupust 28, 1951 

FROM Sac, Boston 

SUBJECT: "yams “RopeRtao $08 PASEOS pe -| 
SECURITY MATTER = ¢ “ 
(Bufile $97-2497) io i 
= . 


Reurlet te Boston 8/8/51. 


The Pestmaster at Provinoetewn, Massachusetts, furnished the fellewing 
ferwarding address fer the oaptioned subject: 


Snedon's Landing, Palisades, New York 


A cepy Of reference letter together with the two photestatio copies of 
a summery of information appearing in Bureau files concerning the 
captioned Subject, which were enclesed with reference letter, are being 
furnished the New York Office for assistance in interviewing Subject. 
There ig nething in the indices of the Boston office which would 
preclude the interview. 


The New York Office will review the information contained in the enclosure 
and information in the indices of the New York O1fice and recommend to 
the Bureau the advisability of interviewing the Subject regarding his 
Commmist Party, Communist front end Trotskyite activities. RUC« 
100=26820 

cc: New York (Encs.) : 
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Office Memorandum: * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
F 


TO Director, FBI (97-2497) j-~ DATE: 9/22/51 
OM, : SAC, New York a“ / 
a“ Zé i 

SpSJECT: JOHN RODERIGO DOS PASSOS / 


SECURITY MATTER - C 


Rebulet to Boston 8/8/51 and Boston letter to the Bureau 
(ce New York) 8/28/51. , 


A review of the information in the enclosure to Bulet UL 


8/8/51 and a review of the files of this office reflect no informa- 
tion to indicate the inadvisability of conducting an interview with 


the sub ject. 


Bureau authority is, therefore, requested to interview 
DOS PASSOS. ¥ 


JRS:hTM , 


100-New ar P VI7# SF. 7 -& 
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f 
34C, New York October 5, 1951 


Director, FBI 


JOHN nODENIGO DOS PaSS0S 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
p11 -f 
rr. Reurlet dated September 22, 1951.UL 
7 id Wilh owe 
Pursuant to your request authority is granted 
to interview captioned individual. 


FX. 98 
NOTE ON YELLOW ONLY: A review of the Bureau's files in 
January, 1951, revealed information that the subject was 
probably once a Communist, subsequently a a Trotskyite, and 

in recent years has been defi 

ame appeared in_the files of 
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é@ furnished Tf 
the Boston Office and told Boston to consider interviewing 
the subject regarding his Communist Party, Communist front, 
and Trotskyite activities. Boston referred the case to 
New York where Dos Passos is residing and New York now 
requests authority to interview him. 
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Office MM... unui” UNITED STALES GOVERNMENT © 


TO 3 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


ad 


Gountry" reflects tnat tne publisher is WOUCATON Mip YF LIN ce van, 3° 
7¢ Boston, Massachusetts. . 


; es of tie New York Office of HOTGTTON \ 
MIFFLIN COTPANY, D232 Fourth Avenue, New York Uity, 'U y-l526, 


on 2/11/52 telephonically aavisea that tne aadress of LUS vAsgQs’ 
Which is listea witn the publisiing conpany is as follows: 


New York Office of HOUGHTON MIPFLIN CO, PANY whether DoS PADSOS “Be SS i! 
currently lives at the above adaress or traveling ana so fortn, sas ca 
but that any mail for him is sent there. She explainea that if Boyan ly 
ulfficalty was experiencea in locating LOS PASSOS through tne ahve; 
acaress, further infornation might be available at the coupany 3 40 
main off.ce in Boston, Massachusetts. ‘' 


regaraing his cP, Communist front anc Trotskyite activities, in 
accoraance with bulet, 8/8/51. > 


Rie! mond 


to interview subject. 


CLAHUNCGE 7 Ls, Postmaster, Palisaaes, New York, 2 
auvisea | a 2/u/52 that the subject left : 
Sneaen's Landing, Palisaas, New York approxivately two years ago. 


According to Mr. CAIILL tne Subject's forwaraing aaaress at that® >} 
time was westmorelanad County, Virginia. ry 


come 


i, a 
Director, FBI (97~2497) DATE: 3/12/52: |: ion 
1 Mach 

SAC, New York (100-106986) 


JOHN ROLDERIGO DOS Passos 
S4-¢ 


Rebulet to New York, 10/5/51, granting authority 


x «tee 
a 
‘ 


An examination of subject's latest novel, "Ihe Chosen. 


Spencets Point a 
Westmorelanc Post Office ~ | 
westmorelana County 
Virginia 
a! ke : 
also auvised tnat it was not known at the WK" 
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The Rich: ona Office is requestea to interview the subj oth. 


The following enclosures are being transmittea to the “3 ys 

vffice for assistance in conducting an interview: _ 

x a vae a 

Ll. bulet, 8/8/51 with enclosure*of a summary of inforiefisy 
appearinzy in Bureau files corcerning subject 

2. surmary of file references 2a subsect, preparea by 
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SAC, New York March 13, 1952 
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Direetor, FBI (“7-2497) 
a go 

JOHN RODERIGO DOS PASSOS 

SECURITY MATTER ~ C 


Reurlet dated September 22, 1951, and Bulet 
dated October 5, 1951. 

For your information, the Bureau Is in recelpt 
of a name check request on the subject who has made appli- 
cation to the Division of Exchange of Persons, State Depart- 
ment, to go to Mexico. 


This request reflects the present address of 
Dos Passos as kestmoreland Post Office, Westmoreland 


County, Virginia. 
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cooperation at any time it was necessary to contact him and 
during the interview he suggested that if the rureau was , 
interested in obtaining further info oncernins the u 
Communists and their activities that| J and his: 
wife,L__________]ke contacted for information concerning , 
Communist activities during the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike. 
He also suggested that Do (PH) of Washington, 

D. C. who edits Human Events would be a good source of 
information concerning, Spanish Civil War activities. It 


should be noted that he described as being violently 
anti-communist. ‘ 


Further he suggested that possibly 
of Johns-Fopkins University would be an 
excellent source for information pertaining to cevelopments 
in Russia during the period of 1929. 
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ef ceing a memLer of the — of New Masses. He 
adde hat he was not aware if was a Communist Party 


RH 100-8649 


ere. He added thatL_——~CSCSCS:swii Pe of 
put up money for this organization and asked 


him personally to go to stuador. He remarked that 
po had money in her own right. 

DOS PASSOS declared that he has always been intereste 
in civil rights and is a member of the American Civil Liberties 
Union and during the Socialist Workers Party case veing tried 
under the Smith Act he felt that this was a small organization 
and that these people did not represent a real danger to the 
United States. He also commented that he has made contribution 
to the American Committee for the Protection of Foreign Eorn. 


At the time he contributed he was not aware of it's being 
controlled by the Communist Party. 


mowennee omen tee «alleen 


DOS PASSOS remarked that recently he has veen le&ry 
of conferences and committees. Therefore he has not permitted 
his name to be used as sponsor and he stated that he has not 
been solicited by these groups. 


During the interview DOS PASSOS identifiedl__] 


member but he was firmly within the grip of the Communist 
Party. He remarked that he was unaware of an organization 
or concern in New York Gity known as John Dos Passos, Ltd. 
and added that in 1940 he was residing in Proyidencetown, 
Massachusetts. Likewise he added that Co was 
unknown to him and that he does not recall having eny connectio 
with the Workers! School. He remarked, however, that it was 
possiLle that they may have used his name at the school but 
he himself had no official connection with the school. He 
advised that he aid not attend the Congress of Intellectuals, 
Writers, and such which was held in Mexico City the latter 
part of 1948 and the early part of 199. 


During the interview DOS PASSOS appeared to be 
cooperative tut was hazy goncerning details. He offered further 
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ability to speak the Russian language. 


He remarked that while in Spain he had little 
contact with the Abraham Lincoln Brigade and most of the 
persons whom he contacted were those attempting to cet out 
of Spain due to the Russian treatment they were receiving. 


He did recall meeting GEORGE ELL, the English author who ; 


wrote the book "1984". He commented that at that time : 
ORWELL was sympathetic toward the Communist but_he later : 


turned against them. He recalled also seeing[ ____—_ ‘ 
Co} Spain and he believed that she was not a communist : 


but was rreatly sympathetic to their cause. & 


DOS PASSOS declared that he was not acquainted 
with any German writers e whom he knew 
in Spain. He stated that was a Communist writer and 


eps against them while in Spain. He remarked that U 


js now in Mexico and described him as "an honest fellow"? 


DOS PASSOS remarked that through [ 
and _ vite ue became interested in seeking a refuge for 


He claimed that he became active in the 
Johr_Deve ommittee which had as its purpose seeking refure 
for yn hkexico. He was active along with 
the Mexican painter who has been in and out of the Communist 


Party. He remarked at this time was out of the 
Communist Party but he_has since returned. DOS PASSOS stated 
that he had never met However, he has read his works 


but was never interested in his pha resopae. ils pty interest 
in t ee was to seek refuge for s he felt 
thet bo hes petting a raw deal." He declared that 

his last contact with the Spanish Civil War refugees was 

in 1940 in New York City, at which time he was affiliated 
with the New 'forld Resettlement Fund, Incorporated, which was 
definitely an anti-comnunist organization seekine a refuge 

for non-communist Spanish refugees. In this connection, 

DOS PASSOS informed that he went to Ecuador to help set un a 
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making a movie and that prior to going to Spain they went 

to the Avraham Lincoln Brigade Office in New York City to 
obtain information about going to Spain ana while there in 
the office he recognized several Communist faces. However, 
he was unable to recall any names. He added that concerning 
the movie and oe iiere interested they 
contacted ho had great aLility as a movie 
director. 


LEON ane pase perenne nertenteee ree re 


DOS PASSOS related that he was not aware of | 

Communist activities until they started making the movie, 
at which time[7___Jattempted to introduce Communist 
propaganda into the_movie and it was over this point 
that he broke with[{__] DOS PASSOS declared that he 
himself was interested in depicting the history of Spain 
and the contribution of the Spanish people in the movie. 
This movie was known as "Spain in Flames" and he commented U 
that when this movie was shown in the United States his 
name was not connected with the movie, inasmuch as the . 
Communists were down on him at this time. DOS PASSOS remarked 
that at the time of his going to Spain he was unaware of the 1 
complete job of the infiltration which the Communist had 
completed and he remarked that he exposed this Communist i 
1 ‘Itration among the international brigades in his book 

ravel Between Wars" which he declared was a collection of i 
magazine articles written by him on his experiences in Spains } 
He sald thet he was in Spain only six weeks and that much | 
of the time he was there he was attempting to discover what i 
had happened to —«— was a teacher at Johns- i 
Hopkins University who had returned to Spain in an attempt 
to help the RepuLlic Government. DOS PASSOS remarked that he 
ascertained that[___] had been shot by a Communist outfit 
as the Communist had apparently believed him to be unreliacle. , 


He remarked thet [[____] haa taken part in the 
negotiations between the Spanish ana the Russians due to his 
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He pointed out, however, that there were occasions when | 
his name was used without his authorization and he pointed 

out that his nane was used without his consent in sponsoring 

the American Committee Against War and Fascism. He pointed 

out too that a lot of these groups were mere paper organizations. 
He advised that the last endorsement he recalled fiving 

the Communist Party was in 1932 when he endorsed TROWDER and 
FORD as presidential candidates in the Communist Party. 

He commented at this point that his attraction to the 

Communist Parts at this time was to its “nuisance value", 


Hollywood, California for a period of six weeks while working 
with a Spanish movie. Itwas at this time he was aware that 


the Communists were worki the Screen Writers Cuild and 
declared that was very active in this UA 
gvild and he deseribed SON as a Communist. He added that , 


he saw[_____] tn Hollywood and he belfevéS"that this is the 
last time he haa ever seen him. He commented that 

a novelist, was in Hollywood at this time and was also active 
in the Screen Writers Guild. DOS PASSOS remarked that during 
the time he was in Hollywood he was ill and it was necessary 
for him to work from his bed. 


t 
i 
DOS PASSOS recalled that in 1935 he was in | 


| 
i 
i 
During the Spanish Civil War DOS PASSOS claimed H 
that he was instrumental in helping organize a committee to ! 
see that arms were sent to the Spanish Republic Government. \ 
This committee was known as the American Friends of Spanish i 
Democracy. He declared that he attempted to kee : 
Communists off this committee. He identified | 
(PH) who now edits "Human Events" in Washington, D. C. as 
assisting him in this committee and stated that as a result i 
of his work in this committee[_____} ecame violently ' 
Anti-Communist. DOS PASSOS claimed that his theory at the i 
time of the Spanish Civil War was that if United States | 
should help the Spanish Republic it was the only way of 
' 


keoping the Communist out of .S n He declared that in 1937 
he went to Spain with for the purpose of 
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i 
up in his home. He pointed out teat [ister denounced ; 
DOS PASSOS. DOS PASSOS commented that ife was 

an important person in the OGPU and commented that this was | 
the only persor of this type whom he has ever met. He 
commented that Russia at this time was not so politically 
organized and he did not come in contact with "political f 
people". He added that he was regarded as a leftist writer | 
and was allowed to travel easily in Kussia. He further | 
commented that this was a veriod of "openness" and a period 

of "Re kind to Americans". Therefore there were no restriction 
placed on their travel. He deglared that hse did uot maet 

any member of the american Cogimimist Party in Russia a.id that 

he himself was there prima y to study the theater. He did 
recall meet‘ng who was working in Russia 


i 
| 
t 
for an American publication. He described as "a | 
hic stupid woman". He further recalled weet ne | 
_ [ i Haha Hepes University who was there 
studying with UA 
He recalled making a trip with[____]Jin Russia. 
It was his belief that was "unvolitical". He ‘ 
also recalled meetinr in Pussia where _] , 
was connected with United Press. He declared that it was ; 
about this time that [—l ves getting "fed up with the 
Russians", DOS PASSOS stated that he vot this imoression 3 
from[____]who talked quite frankly wit him. DOS PASSOS | 
concerning himself stated that he was being very onen minded | 
i 


during his visit as he was interested in “seeing what the 
Soviet “Inion had". He stated that he has made no trips 
to Russia since his visit in 1929. 


during this period such as the American Committee for Relief 
of Russian Children, DOS PASSOS claimed that he could not 
recall] specifically this organization but he did lend his 
name to be used in the svonsorship of such organizations 
because he was interested in cementing relations with the 
Soviet “nion and seeing that the Soviet "nion was recognized. 


Concerning various front organizations organized 
' 
4 


4 
4 


-5- 


gv Ry 


Voth 


1D 
LMPLOYED BY 


ove p 


FCUMAUNICAT 
ob 


book 
(EMPL. CARD) 


d 


RH 100-8649 


in their own cause and was not interested in helping other 
miners. This book came out in about 1933. By 1932 DOS 

PASSOS recalled that he was writing more articles for the 

New Republic and had about ceased writing for New Masses. 

He recalled that he had covered the 1932 conventions for ‘ 
New Republic. He commented that it was around this period i 
that he became leary of the true character of the Communist 
Party and he recalled meeting 
York City in Greenwich Village. He could not recall the 
details of this meeting other than the fact that he had 


just met 


in New 


| 
| 
{ 
DOS PASSCS informed that while in New York he was | 
instrumental in organizing the "New Playwrights Theater", U 
and he stated that he was a director of this organization 
and named the following as also directors: MIKEAGOLD , 
whom he believed his true name to be IRVINGRARANNICH and a 


writer for the_"Datly Worker"; M. S BASSHE, who is 
nic now decesseds L_—_____Jand 


i 
} 
He claimed that this organization was active from : 
1926 to 1929 and they were interested in producing plays. ‘ 
He added that he did not believe that the Communist Party 
attempted to take over this organization. However the 
Communist Party was interested tn the group known as "Group i 
Theater". He recalled that in the spring of 1929 he went | 
to Russia to study the Russian Theater. He added that this 
trip was financed by He remarked that he had 
been to Russia several years before in the fall of 1921 
at about the time the Soviets took over. He claimed thet 
he was traveling at this time as a tourist and was attracted 
to the country and made trips through the Caucasus and he j 
did not enter Russia proper. During the 1929 visit to Russia | 
which lasted until October or November of 1929 he recalled i 
meeting FADYEEV (ALEXANDS DEEV), the Russian novelist { 
whem DOS PASSOS claimed was very friendly to him and put him ; 
3 
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Concerning the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike, 
DOS PASSOS informed that he and Lod wore 
indicted in Kentucky on state charges Lut the matter was 
later quashed. He pointed out that the indictment was © 


brought against them after they had left Kentucky. 


DOS PASSOS made reference to the book "Harlan 
Miners Speak" which he claimed was an excellent documentation 
on the events in the Harlan, Kentucky strike. In making 


reference to this book, he named the following as bein; ‘ 
active in the Harlan mine strike: a 
— a c was not a member of the Communis 

Party, | ] whom he cannot recall, UA 
whom he Lelieved to be a Communist Party member 


a COmmunist Party 
member, whom he aescribed 
as ,Veny Close friends of his. 6 commented that he aces 

not seni if the] sss Were ever members of the Communist ‘ 
Part; but if so it shortly after joining. He ‘ 
recalled that theL______dt had ass gle with the Communist 
Party. Fe identified a oeing connected 
with Yale University and e, Co _Iwrites for 
Fortune Magazine and that both reside at New Haven. 


om DOS PASSOS claimed that he : 
could not recall; @ newspaper man whom | 


DOS PASSOS claimed was not a member of the Communist Party; 
whom DOS PASSOS could not recall, ana 

whom LOS PASSOS claimed was not a member of the 
Party; DOS PASSOS stated that the above comprised 
the Harlan Miners Committee, 


DOS PASSOS commented that his Looks“adventures 
of a Young Man" depicted the accurate picture as He oveéerved 
‘it during the Harlan, Kentucky mine strike. He claimed that 
this Look reflects that the Communist Party was only interested 
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RH 100-8649 
He declared that in 192? or 1923 

when New Masses was re-organized they had no idea of | 
affiliating with any political party and the theory vehind { 
the magazine was to make it "a native American thing". | 
He advised that the itor in Chief of the New Masses at { 
this time was one 2H) and he declared that he wrote j 

or the publication but since he was traveling ' 


several articles 
most of the time he was not in close contact with the office. : 


He added that when ae joined the New 

Masses the Communist Party took over this publication and 

resigned. He believed this to be about the time of 
the Sacco Vanzetti case. He advised that was an 
admitted Communist and during the time he was connected 
with the New Masses it was Communist controlled. He stated 
that [has always been forward and has admitted U 
his Communist mem.ership but later broke away from 
the Communist Party. DOS PASSOS declared that he contributed 
to the New Masses up until 1931 or 1932. He claimed that 
it was at this time that he began to be a little "stand 
offish" about the Communist but since he found them useful i 
as a pressure group he continued his association with them. 


? 


He went on to state that durin; the period of the 
Harlan, Kentucky mine strike he worked directly with the ' 
unist Party. He stated that he accompanied — ' 
a Kentucky to gather material concerning this 
strike and at this time he got the impression that the 
National Miners Union was controlled by the Communist Party. 
BOS PASSOS stated that after his return to New York City 
from Kentucky he had a conversation with who 
was general secretary of the Communist Party and it was at 
, this time he discovered that the Communist Party was "trying 
to make a monkey out~of-him-and-théy were not sincere in-their 
\ help Of the Kentucky miners." He explained that it was at 
ithis “time -he found that the Communist Party was only interested: 
in fostering its propaganda and motives ana was not sincere ‘ 
in their aiding of the under privileged as they had led him 


to believe. 
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JOHN RODERIGS-DOS 7 “PASSOS ae Pye aD 


Re New York letter to Director Bald 82, “payne pic 


n June 952 Special Agents 
and interviewed the captioned subject at 
his home located at Spence's Point, Westmoreland Post Office, ~- 
westmoreland County, Virginia. It was ascertained that the 
subject resides at this address the year round where he 
operates a 2,000 acre farm in addition to preparing his 
writings. At the outset of the interview DOS PASSOS informed 
that he was never a memler of the Communist Party, although 
he related that he had close association with the Communist 
Party at various times. He pointed out that inasmuch as he 
Was never a memLer of the Communist Party he was not in a 
position to definitely state that a person was a Communist 
Party member and when he referred to a person as a Communist 
it was based entirely upon his personal velief due to his 
dealings with the Communist Party. 


He declared that the first time he came in contact U 
with the Communist Party was during 192 and 1925, at which 
time he was vitally interested in the defense of Sacco and 
Vanzetti. He pointed out that as a writer he was interested 
in seeing that the true facts concerning the Sacco Vanzetti 
ease appeared in the newspaper and since the "Daily Worker" 
was the only publication who appeared desirous of printing 
the trueTacts in this case he Lecame closely associated 
with the "Daily Worker" and the Communists at that time. He 
pointed out that he was not aware of the true motive of the 
Communist “Party at this time. In this connection he declared 


\ that he whete several articles for the "Daily worker". He 


was unable to identify any of the "Daily Worker" staff with 


whom he c.elieved was connected in some byc 


capacity with the "Daily Worker", He added that in connection 
with the defense of the Sacco Vanzetti case he met 


of Washington, D. C. whopt d wi toa ‘ 
member of the Communist Party, ana 


DOS PASSOS further related that he was interested ae 


in the reorganizing of the "Old Masses" which went out of 
existence during World War I a had been sponsored cy 
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are what the mastera of the Kremlin eannot afford to. let 
us have. Given peace and freedom, the world will rid 
itself of the false and obsolete dogmas. This ia the 
time to tear the masks of peace off Communist propaganda 


and Communists." 


| 
| 
The foregoing information is furnished to you as 
a result of your request for an FBI file check only and is U 
Not to be construed as a clearance or a nonclearance, of the 
individual involved. This information is for your use only 

and should not be disseminated outside of your agency. 


oe eon CO ge ae . . 
ao Xn’ padatée Totter on statiouéry bearing the letter- 
head of the ricek Committee for the Protection ef Foreign 
Born, ifeted bee Padeos as a sponsor of & 3 organisation. 
A comfidential infor advised that Dos Passos was a spon- 
sor of the Pourth Conference of the American Comittee 
for the Protection of Foreign Born in 1910, The American 


Committee for the Proteetion of Foreign Born has bean designated 


by the Attorney Jensral of the United States pursuant to 
Keecutive Order 10450. 


The letterhead on the stationery of the Civil Rights 
Defense Committee Listed Dos Passos as vice chairman and a 
menber of the National Committee in 1941 and 1943. The Civil 
Rights Defense Committee was formed August 1, 1941, for the 
purpose of raising funds and defending sighteen menbers of 
the Socialist Workers Party who were being tried in Minneapolis 
for conspiring to overthrow the United States Government. 
A confidential informant of known reliability advised that 
the Civil Righte Defense Committee was a front organization 
for the Socialist Workers Party. The Socialiet Workers Party 
has been designated by the United States Attorney General 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 


The "Daily Worker” of September 2, 1946, severely 
criticized the book "Tour of Duty" by Dos Passos. It was 
described as a stenographic report of what Dos Passos had 
heard in the Pacifte and in Europe as a war correspondent 
for "Life" magazine. The "Daily Worker" article critised 
the book for its anti-Soviet Union "fabrications." 


The "New York Times” of May 13, 1947, etated that 
John Dos Passos attacked the American Authors Authority as 
an effort by Communist: to control American thought. 


The January 9, 1949, issue of the "Worker" was 
extremely critical of Dos Passos's novel "The Grand Design.” 
It stated that"Cos Passos is marching in the regiments 
of reaction and as Henry Luce's literary lap dog” faithfully 
doing the big money's bidding. * 


An article entitled "The Masks of Peace™ by John 
Dos Passos appeared on the cover of the April, 1949, issue of 
"Plain Talk" and stated in part ‘that peace and freedom 
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indivi 
of the eiies, however, F reflects that the May 9 i330. 


affiliated aetth John Meets Clubs, who. a Protest 
against alleged anti-Communist propaganda. . Inelud 

the list was the name of John Dos Passos. Jobs Bee Clube 
of the United States were cited ‘by the Special : 

on Un-American Aovivitios, as net arte after the founder. of of the 


American oe mn Worker" announced 
in its Movember 50, 93 “sence sine Passos would be a 
‘ contributor te: the’ pinnive Sion of "Now Masses" 
on, sent The. by the, rke or oes been cited 
asta z, newaptar ectal Co tee ‘on Un- “so 
American on detivatiens Ponce Ma @ been cited vy the Special a 
Committee on yet an Activitdes ae a "“Natdonally Cireulated 
Weekly Journal of the Communist Party, whose ownership was vested 


: f ' din the Anertonn ‘en for Public Service." a 


tlonery bearing the letterhead of the American 

Friends of ah Denovracy listed, Dos Passos as a menver 
ooo eee rLatnde ce oeaniee beset seny nan buen 

. gan Friends of Span cracy has béeen 
cited Rig Hag ht 4al Comsittes on Un-American Activities 
which santos : toa? and 1938, the Communist Party threw 
iteelf whole-heartedly into the campaign for the support of 
, the 8 oe Loyalist cause, recruiting men and organisi “oe, 
aultifari so-called relief organizations such ne, Amer pan 
Friends of Spanish Democracy.” 


felon The."Daily Worker" an east coast Comauni et cunspaper, 
ete its issue of April & 2987 sted Dos Passos as_e member - 
Cieee--Of the Advisory Board Front fer Films. Frontier Piles has 

ie ween cited as a Communist front by the Special: Committee on ‘ 
Koses—UnwAmer ican Aotivities. bo 
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rutewed by Burea Ayents oa Sune a, 19. 2. He sas 
cooperative in furnishing considerable infornatton as to his 
previous Communist affiliations, He denied ever being a 
member of the Communtat Party. He stated his sirst contact 
with the Coamuntat Farty waa tn approximately 1984 when he 
became interested in the defense of saceo and Yanzettt. 
Subsequently, he contributed articles frequently to the 
"hatly Worker" and "New Massea” until 19399. Buring the 
Harlan, Kentucky, mine atrikes he worked closely with the 
Communtet Party. Following thts latter experience he net 
Farl Browder tn New York and he thereafter decided that 

the Gonmmuntat Party waa “acking a fool of him.” He algo 
stated that he had made trips to Russia in 1982 and 1929 in 
connection with its literary activities. In 1937, curing the 
Spantsah Civil far, Dos Passos and Ernest Heminguay were in 
Spotin for the purpose of making motion plotures oy the 
Gotivities., los Passos subse,uently hed a book publissed 
entitled "Travel Between farsa" eaposing the infiltration 
methods of Communten. During the interview he named several 
indtutduals with whom he was tn contact during the perioa he 
was sympathetic to Communtam, (97-2497) 


Cowsunion, He has been the subject of attacks by the "Daily 
Worker” end other Conumunist publications. During September, 
1948, one William B. Suith, when taterviewsd during another, 
tnveaiigation, stated that Dos Passos had denounced GFommunist 
leadership sinee 1997 and thet aince that date he had been i 
one of the more prominent liberal writers whe vere violently 
anti~Communtets. 


Ae an indication of Dos Passos' attitude toward 
Communtan there followe information whieh was contained on 
the cover of the Aprti, 1949, tesue of "Plain Talk” mayazine. | 
The artiole ts captioned “the Masks of “eace" by John Dos Passos. 


i 
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"Though tt t8 hard not toe take a certain prise in | 
the courage and tolerance of the American people in allowing ; 
thetr deadly enemtes to set up tiie new scunding boaru for : 
propa anda in thetr miust, pride ts largely overlaic by our ! 
shame tn the fact that so man: of our sellow-cttizens have i 
allowea tremselves through ignorance or delusion or mere ‘ 
corruption to become the aupea and tools of the masters of i 
the Krealin who, Aaving destroyed the liberties of the . 
peoples of Kussia und half Eurepe, wtll not rest until they | 
hove rutnec the last remaintnyg atrongholas of freedom in the i 
weat. \ 
"Now ia the time for us te spaak out. ¥e ae not 
pretend that our chutitaation tae perfect or anywhere near it, 
but we do belteve and we must ahout that belief inta the ears 
of cowards and traitors, that givea peace and freedom to 
erpertrent we can improve our sectal system and mola it into 
the beginnings of a decent ctuiligation, That ,eaece and ‘ 
that freedom are what the nastera of the Kremlin cannot 
afford to let us have. Given peace ana freedon, the world 
will rid itself of the false and ebsolete doymas. This is 
the time to tear the nasks of peace off Communist propaydiua 
and Communists. 


5 


"We must tuke thia opportunity te expose that 
tyranny whten celudes people and Gupes them into belteving 
that the future of mankind belong. to the poltce state. w#hen 
that exposure has taken place their despotisa wil] pertsh from 
1t8 own poteon. Only in ltberty can a decent societ: he built, 
ang tt is the free men oj the world and not th. alaves who will 
butld it.” 
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JOHN RODERIOO BOS PASSO 


Ho investigation has been conducted concerning the 
osptioned individual, However, our files reflect numerous 
references to Ain. 

Ny 


. I 1 

/ ns re “anes -} ‘ / 
‘pea’ Passos te ltated in "who's tho In America," 
1958-1953. He wes born at Chicago, Illinois, January 14, 1896, | 
Ate father was a corporation lawyer. He graduated from Harvard | 
Untuersity in 1916, receiving an A.B. Gegree. He its married j 
to Elizabeth Hamlin Holdridyje and they reeide on a farn in i 
Weatnorelend County, Virginta. He is the author of several 

books and plays and has been employed by "Tine" and "Life" uU 
magazines. ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED 


FIED 
HEREIN 16 UNCLASS! 
COMMUNIST AFFILIATION AND SYMPATIIES: OAvE 5. 20-038" GO28e } 


Bureau files refle-t that Dea Passos was affiliated | 
with twelve cited Communist front organtzattona up urntt1 19389, 
He wae Glso tdentifted with several addtttonal groups whtch 
were reliably reported to be Communist-dominatec ano contrelled: 
Gnd whick were primartly connected with the writing profession... 
The ftles indicate niga Des Passos first hac a sympathy for 
the Soviet Unton/'" xe’ Hert showed Hn tnterest in the Civt] war 
tn Spain. Loter he wae prominent in championing the Kentucky 
atners in the strixes at Harlan, Kentucky. In 1936 he wae 
reliably reported to be close to Communist Party headquarters 
ta New York city. In 1937, Dos Pasecs was reported to be 
aympathetic to the Tretekyites. Im 1942 and 1943,he was Vice 
Chotraan anc a member of the National Conmittee of the Ctuil 
Riyate Lefense Comntttee whtoh wae formed fer the purpose of 
raising funda to deysend twenty-eight members of the Socialist 
Workers Party who were tried at Minneapolis, Mianesota, sor 
conspiring to overthrow the U. ds. Government. Later Dos assoa 
tnotcated anti-Comauntet attitude. In recent years he Aaa 
written numerous articles which were extremely critical of 
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Subject listed as a contributing editor to "Student Review" (S.1.S.8. 
Hearings re Interlocking Subversion in Government Departments, Page 288). 


"Student Review't is listed on Page 152 of HUAAC "Guide to Subversive Organizations 
and Publications", 


Subject may be identical with like named individual listed as a member of the 
League of Professional Groups (Dies Committee Hearings re-investigation of 
Un-A merican propaganda activities in the United States, Page 379). 


Subject may be identical with like named individual listed as an affiliate 
of Friends of the Soviet Union (Dies Committee Hearings re investigation of 
Un-American propaganda activities in the United States, Page 519). 
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CONHiberrrs 


vn se Te@eares, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ) . 
aw “Le . IM ‘TION ANP NATURALIZATION SERVICE ~ 
. 19th & Hast Capitol Sts, N.E. File . 56324/454 INV:CHR 


Washington 25, D.C. 


(Address of requesting office) 


DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 


' DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 


Washington 25, D. C. 
Attention: Security Division 


Please furnish a report as to the nature of any derogatory information contained in any file—other 
than fingerprmt records—-which your Bureau may have concerning the following person: 


Name POS PASSOS OH 
{Surname} (Given name) {Middle and other names) 
Aliases 00. aes eaenneee eee 
Ahen Registration No... - 
FBI No. ._W------- 2 nn ne ee or Visa Application No 
Date of birth Birthplace ce ceneeenenereenneceennneitine 
(Month) (Day} (Year) (Town} (Country} 
Marital status 2 2 | «2S Name of spouse 8 ee ee 
Race ..--—_.-— — Color Sex ou. Occupation 2. ee oe eee ee 
Complexion __. — Byes Hair on Height —. 2. Weight . 
Visible marks... nnn ene ne ee cance ceeenene ee etn eee nee ne _ 


Places of residence last 5 years (include street and number) : 
(SEE OVER) 


Places of employment last 5 years: 
2333 CB 
«19-9 ' 
Ci Under deportation proceedings. Coa JUS Le TT 


._J() An applicant for naturalization, - J fe 
The subject is C) An applicant for a certificate of lawful entry. I-44 7 7 


Possibly amenable to Service action. 


If the subject has a common name, the names of all relatives given in the subject’s application filed 
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service will be shown on the back of this form, with the rela- 


tionship indicated. 


Please mail the attached copy of this request with your re 


CHRerb 
(In duplicate) 


(For use by Federal Bureau of Investigation) . 
, . 43 
Mail to— genre? Office RONEHIEAS q4). od f ra at, ). 
Toth Ho ws TE. SER ee aghon. 25a De Giat + tug 


sxasSano rom wo 44 , ONFITENTTAL 


” . . 
“ Office Memorandum ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


To 


b7C 


SUBJECT 


J. Bagar Hoover, Director 5632/1454 INV: CHR 
Federal Bureau of Investigation APR x 154 


raum a Agsiatant Commissioner, 
Invest! gations Division, Immigration and Naturalization Service 
4 a . 


JOHN DOS PASSOS 


Weatigative ULV. ¢ 


This Service is now reviewing the July 30, 1953, Report of the Sub- 
committee to Investigate the Administration of the Internal Security 
Act and other Internal Security Lavs to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, regarding Interlocking Subversion in Government 
Departments. ‘fhe review is being made relative to individuals 
identified in the report as possible subversives with a view toward 


denaturalization and/or deportation. 


Ag you know, the Attorney General has expressed a personal interest 
in this matter and the Department has requested that expeditious 
action be given to ascertaining whether these subjects are amenable 
to Service proceedinge. Accordingly, thern is attached hereto for 
appropriate action Form 4-59 covering the ahwe-named subject who has 
been identified as a possible subversive in the ahove-referred to 


report. 


Central Office indices do not reflect any information concerning the 
subject. It would be of material help in determining Service juris- 
diction if the Bureau would furnish any available information regarding 
the subject's date and place of birth and citisenship status. 
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ti References ig made to pic 
oe April 8, 1954, from 
Commissloner, which equest for @ name 


check on the captioned individual and a request for 
information as to his citizenship status, your file 


| 
IWY:CER. | 
U 


A review of the records of this Bureau fal led 
to disclose that any investigation has been conduc ted 
by the FBI coneerning the captioned individual, our 
files, however, reflect information from a public source 
indioating he was born on January 1, 1896, in Chicago, 
Tllinoia,. (97-24.97) 


The foregoing information is furnished to you as 
4 result of your request for a FBI file check only and is 
not tS be conatrued as a clearance or nonelearance of the 
individual involved. ‘this information is for your use 
and should not be diasominated outside of your agency, 


Orig to INS, Central Office, Wash., DC 
Req ree: 4/12/5), 
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FAMCSUS AUTHOR \ ciIKE TO KNOW WHY ~ a hh | 
e Parsons | 
en Are Probing Political. 2, 
hldde ind afl — 
eee erg cee eLoee 
. ( wt Malone 
ers of Jonn Dos assos | McGuire 
‘ Rosen 
By JOSEPH CLOUD [ett att st Tamm 
The Treasury Depart- tons W 
ment today 1s investigat- THE AUTHORITY ‘ 1 
ing the present “political “What night has the Gov- Tele. Room 
ideology” of John Dos ernment to investigate what Ingram : 
Passos, influential Amer- anyone thinks if it isn’t in Gandy } 


ican novelist, playwnght, 
poet and essayist. 


Mi Dos Passos would 
hike to know why. 


If any agency of the Fed- 
eral Government wants to 
know his political opinions, 
he said, why doesn’t it read 
his recent books 


“FN admit I’ve been a sort 
of maverick," he told The 
Washington Daily News in a 
phone conversation from his 
farm in Westmoreland Coun- 
ty, Va, “and my opinions have 
changed fairly frequently 

ut why should the Treasury 

‘partment care?” 


ASSOS, 


JOHN DOS 
“Bs 


“frequently interview people 
for reasons which have no 
WHAT HE IS connection with employment 
or eriminal activities,’ altho 
He said he would chatac- not necessanly to learn their 
ternze himself, as of now, as , political opmions ” 
a “Jeffersonian Democrat— \ 
with emphasis on the Jeffer- THE SEARCH 
sonian Here's how il came up 


But, he asked, “What busi Last Tuesday moining, a 


ness 1s thal of the Treasury 
on young man who identified 
Department himself as a Treasury agent 
(In the 1920’s and 30's, when {asked to look at_newspaper 
he made a substantial mark [files on Mr Dos Passos He 
in the history of American |said his investigation was 


literature with such novels {very hush hush,” but it was 
“Man Mot connected with income 


as “Three Soldiers,” 

hattan Transfer,” | “The 42a gtax matters 

Moen Mrs pane Big He said, specifically, pe 
j 10S 


generally recognized as an 
ardent and embittered pacifist 
and a “Jiberal” with a pro- 
nounced list to the left 


Passos had “recently changed 


[yess to know if Mr 
his political ideology ” 


“Is Mr Dos Passos apply- 
: ing for Government employ 

(In more recent years, his | ment?” the T Man was 

attitudes have mellowed with | acked 

age and he has been accused 

by some “liberals” of having 

swung too far to the “right ") 


IVS DONE 


Two ‘Treasury officials, 
Frances J Gafford, Assistant “No, indeed ” 
to the Secretary and person “ 
nel security officer, and Fred ‘Then why are you investi- 
J Douglas, in charge of j8ating him? 
Treasury Jaw enforcement, 


had n “APH sae Y, al, 
tho Mr Epon ef any 
investi fie 
eggarily_an petit ” 


Treasury agents, “he said, 


“No, he 1s not,” said he 


“Is he suspected of a ciime, 
or of having knowledge of a 
crime?” 


“We want to know his opin 
as of the present” 


‘or what purpose?” 


“Oh, we think he may be 
helpful to us im a ceitain 


connection with employment 
or a crime of some kind?” 
the T Man was asked 


“We 
many opinions,” 


L 


ft 
LLINFOS MATION CONTAINED | 
| 


mvestigate a great 
he said 


“By what authority?” 
“By the authority vested in 


this,” said the agent, display- HERES 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
ing his Treasury credentials [payy D-03 Br o7s 
“Almost every agency 1n town = ey 


has investigators You cer- 
tainly know that The Gov- 
ernment has a night to any 


mformation it wants about 
anyone” , 
“ th To. 
‘Where did you get that ee 
idea?” — Soyp Pl & ab 
“That’s how we operafe,” e de fie 
the Treasury agent said A ; 38 
. . \ gol Oe ars 
DOESN'T KNOW 7 i) 
“We'd like to look into’ \ fs 
this,” Assistant Treasury ap b 


Secretary Gafford said later 
‘Many times the agents don’t ! ca 
know the specific purpose of | 
the investigation they are 
making They ate simply told 
to investigate a certain per 1 
son and are not always told 
why It may be in connec. } 
tion with employment, or the The Washington Post and____ 
promotion of an employe, or 
the transfer of an employe 
to a sensitive position 


Times Herald 
v 
- The Washington Daily News at 


The Evening Star ___ £ 
“Of course,” he went on, i 

“there may be many reasons New York Herald Tribune + 

for investigations—for one — 

thing, people sometimes give New York Mirror 

1eferences and if may at ee 

times be necessary to investi- New York Dafly News —______ 

gate the background of the 

references ” New York Post 


M1 Dos Passos said ! 


New York Journal-American 


The New York Times 
The Worker 

The New Leader 
The Wall Street Journal 


“T have no idea why The 
FBI might be interested in 
some of the many commu- 
msts I’ve known — but the 


vant 
NOT RECORDED 
46 apr 8 1960 


have to investigate the pohti- 
cal opmfons of any private 
citizen? 


“And if they want to know 
mine,” he said, “wh: 
don’t they ask me?” j 


Treasury—I just can’t figure Date , 
it out “It does sound as if i 
the Federal Government now ‘ 
has ‘Thought Pohce’ What bons MAR 3 nih 1966 i 
iight does the Government f r 
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A recent tissue of the wash thgton Datly News" carried th 8 
arttole stating that a Treasury Agent had come to the "News" Library, => 
checkirg information on John Dos Paseoa, a well-known author, While LR 
there, the Treasury Agewt asked th SrteoFGe tan whether Dos Passos was 
sttll a communist, Basedon the inqufPy made by the Agent, a reporter | 
from the "News" made inguiry of Treasury Department as to the nature 
of the tnguiry re Dos Pasaos. aa 
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being & member of the Communist Party. He stated his first contact 

with the Communist Party was in approximately 1924 when he became 
interested in the defense of Sacco and Vanzetti. Subsequently, he 
contributed articles frequently to the "Daily Worker" and "New Masses" 
watil 1933, During the Harlan, Kentucky, mine strikes he worked 

closely with the Communist Party. Following this latter experience, 

he met Earl Browder in New York and he thereafter decided that the & 
Communist Party was “making a fool of him." He also stated that he 

had made trips to Ruseia in 1922 and 1929 in connection with his literary 
activities. Ia 1937, during the Spanish Civil War, Dos Passos and 

Ernest Hemingway were in Spain for the purpose of making motion pictures 
af the activities. Dos Passos subsequently had a book published 

qntitied "Travel Between Ware" exposing the infiltration methods of 
communism. During the interview he named several individuals with 
whom he was in contact during the period he was sympathetic to com- 
munism. (97-2497-11) 


The March 31, 1960, issue of "The Washington Daily 
News" contained an article relating to'an interview of Dos Passos in 
which he described himself as “a aort of maverick" but that he would 


_ thea characterize Kimeelf as a “Jeffersdnian Democrat." (97-2497-A) 


Mrd, Doe Passes. sae ome = bb 


The fingerprint flies of the Identification Diviston of 
Yhe FBI contain no arrest data identifiable with captioned individuals 
based upon background information submitted in connection with this 
name check request. 


Our files reveal no portineat information regarding 
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* Biv. aud Mrs. John Dos Passos 


“Though it is hard not to take a certain pride in the 
courage and tolerance of the American people in allowing their deadly 
enemies to set up this now sounding board for propaganda in their 
midat, pride ts largely overlaid by our shame in the fact that so 
many of our fellow-citisens have allowed themseives through ignorance 
or delusion or mere corruption to become the dupes and tools of the 
mastere of the Kremlin who, having destroyed the liberties of the 
peoples of Russia and half Europe, will not rest until they have ruined 
the last remaining strongholds of freedom in the West. 


"Now is the time for us to speak out. We do nof pretend 
that our eivilization is perfect or anywhere near it, but we do believe 
and we must shout that belief into the ears of cowards and traitors, 
that given peace and freedom to experiment we can improve our social 
system and mold it into the beginnings of a decent civilization. That 
peace and that freedom are what the masters of the Kremlin cannot 
afford to let um have. Given peace and freedom, the world will rid 
itself of the false and obsolete dogmas. Thies is the time to tear the 
masks of peace off Communist propaganda and Communists. 


“We must take this opportunity to expose that tyranny 
which deludes people and dupes them into believing that the future of 
mankind belongs to the police state. When that exposure has taken 
place their despotism will perish fram ite own poison. Only in liberty 
can a decent society be built, and itis the free men of the world and not 
the slaves who will build it." 


On June 5, 1961, the McCarran Committee furnished 
information concerning comm which information 
was reflected in the files of a (EP Included 
in this material was a list of individuals under the heading of "Comite 
International Pour La Defense de Paul et Gertrud Ruegg." Among the 
names appetring on the list of the above committee was John Dos Passos. 
Paul and Gertrud Ruegg, according to the 
were active in Shanghal Gommuaist circles p ie a. a 
result of the above information, Dos Passoe waa interviewed by Bureau 
Agents on June 3, 1952. He was cooperative in furnishing considerable 
information as to his previous communist affiliations. He denied ever 
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resides in Wes : ginia, |has not been the subject of an 

Al. However, our files reveal the 
following “Ao panen which may felate to, him. 
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communist front organiz 
with several additional groups which were reliably reported to be 
communist-dominated and controlled and which were primarily con- —.—---}- 
nected with the writing profession. The files indicate that Dos Passos aa ef. 
first had a sympathy for the Soviet Union in 1923. He mext showedan --——{“ 
interest in the Civil War in Spain. Later he was prominent in 2 
championing the Kentucky miners in the strikes at Harlan, Kentucky. fy 
In 1936,he was reliably reported to be close to Communist Party 
Headquarters in New York City. In 1937, Dos Passos was reported 
to be sympathetic to the Trotakyites. In 1941 and 1943, he was Vice Uy 
Chairman and a member of the National Committee of the Civil Rights 
Defense Committee which was formed for the purpose of raising funda 
to defend twenty-eight members of the Socialist Workers Party who 
were tried at Minneapolis, Minnesota, for conspiring to overthrow the 
U. & Government. Later Dos Passos indicated anticommunist attitude. 
He has since written numerous articles which were extremely critical 
of communism. He has been the subject of attacks by the "Daily Worker” 
and other communist publications, During September, 1948, one 
b7C [Cl _________] when interviewed during another investigation, 

stated that Dos Passos had denounced communist leadership since 1937 
and that since that date he had been one of the more prominent liberal 

i writers who were violently antbcommunistic. 


fhe ¥ \ 
; As an indication of Dos Pagsos' attitude toward } 
Stn communism, there follows information which was contained on the cover 
: of the April, 1949, issue of "Plain Talk" magazine. The article is 1 
captioned "The Masks of Peace" by John Dos Passos. 


nae NOTE: Per request of Alexander P. Butterfield, Deputy Assistant. 
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January 14, 1974 


Mr. Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


Dear Sir: 

On December 11, 1973 you wrote to Professor James K. Lyon of our University 
of Florida Departme an. Your files concerning Bertolt Brecht can be 
obtained for $160. i411 obtain letters from Brecht's heirs granting 
their approval. 


— has asked the University of Florida Libraries to furnish the funds 


for the purchase of the Brecht xerox. If funds are furnished, may we ask if this bIC 


material can be placed in our library collection? Will the general public be 
allowed access to it? 
‘ “4 
[__Jend other researchers are very excited about the new sources of 

information which may be available. We have had requests to inquire about avail- + 
able FBI material on the following: 53 

1. Cob {3 
2. Whittaker Chambers _ 
3. Ernest Hemingway b7D 


4. Johrbos Passos 
F7-2¢9 7 


Thank you for any information you can give us in this matter. 
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We extend to you the opportunity to confer with us 
in an attempt to reformulate your request in a manner which 
will reduce the fees and still meet your needs, 


If you wish to pursue your request, please indicate 
in writing your willingness to pay fees ag hich as are antici- 
pated and enclose a deposit as rentioned above. Thereafter, 
we will acknowledge receipt of your deposit and advise you when 
we can begin the necesgary processing. 


Sincerely yours, 
QM. Karl. 


. Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain nothing identifiable with correspondent, U 
T main file oncerning the individuals concerned are: 7 
65-56402, 65-€122, 61-6328, and 
9~16655; Whittaker Chambers =~ 65-56402, 74-1333, and 100-25824? jy 
Ernest Hemingway ~ 64-23312 (approximately 400 see references); 
and John Dos Passos - 97-2497 (approximately 300 see references)b7D 
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January 25, 1974 


gre 


Research Librarian 

/ Departient of Xeterence and 

“ Eiblionraphy IV f0er 

Zhe University Libraries ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


The University of Florida HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
poe Gadneaville, Floriga 32€01 DATES 32°84 BY iter betpy ! 
pear[______] 


Your letter of January 14th has bees received. 


With respect to vour inquiry regarcinsL— 
C—lremest for information from our files concerning Bertolt 
Breech this Dereau hac no ohjection to the Jecnucents we furnish 
Pe reconins a part of your library's collectior for the 
use of the general oublic. 
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KR revicw of our indices indicates ve have voluninouc 
references on|_________} *nittaker Cha bers, Irncst 
Feningyvay, and dchn Dos fFassos and it will be necessary to 
review all of these referances to assure we identify all of the 

/ information pertainine to then, Pucsuant to Yitle 28. Code of 
Pederal Meavlations, Jectizn 16.9, we are anlhorized to charge 

\ a preseribed rete for furnissing copies of infernation and tne 

tire spent sesaresine ann srreanine our records. Our files 

' concerning the four andivicnals you nentioned consist of aporon- 

' imetely 192,530 naves. faseu on a preliuinery estinatc, we 

ud anticicate the ees bo process your request to be S16,300. A 

, danonit of “4,075, payable by check or .toney order to 

yool the Unites States, will be remaire: to initiate 

hocover, payrout of the denosit should not be inter: 
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September 4, 1970 


BY LIAISON 
i“ Soh. a beige De le Enon | 
fe , Honorable Alexander P. Butterfield 
wa ree eeststant to the President AN tH: im bo a 
j “Washington, D. C. Ay ~— oy . 
0 Dear Mr. Butterfield: =) / J by : 
Reference is made to your name check request concerning Pe 


Mr. and Mrs, Louis Aragon and some other individuals. 


| 
Attached are separate memoranda concerning the following U la 


<. 


vk individuals: 
y 


Sincerely yours, 
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